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Article 1. General Provisions
1. East-West University recognizes and protects international standards of research ethics. The University, in accordance with its mission, attaches particular importance to raising awareness of research ethics principles in university life and establishing proper ethical conduct standards. The research ethics standard has been developed based on the University's mission, regulations, and other legal acts.
2. The purpose of the standard is to promote objective research implementation at the University, development of scientific and academic activities, academic freedom and impartiality, introduction and establishment of international scientific standards, as well as publication and peer review of international-level works. The purpose of the standard is also to protect the dignity, rights, safety, and well-being of research participants.
3. The standard is based on and protects the constitutional principle of academic freedom and ensures the introduction of high ethical standards in scientific-research activities.
4. The standard defines research ethics principles in the research process, as well as the status and authority of the Research Ethics Committee.
5. Research ethics is a set of moral rules and professional codes that guide researchers in scientific research and which focuses on protecting confidentiality in the process of information collection, analysis, presentation, and publication. This is accompanied by the research subject's right to refuse to provide data or express personal opinions.

Article 2. Academic Freedom
1. Academic freedom is one of the main values of the University's research strategy. The University recognizes and protects the constitutional principle of academic freedom, which, according to Georgia's Law on Higher Education, implies the right of academic personnel, scientific personnel, and students to independently carry out teaching, scientific research, and study.
2. In accordance with the aforementioned principle, University personnel and students have the right to carry out scientific-research activities in the name of and/or within the framework of the University, in accordance with established regulations, freely, without any pressure, unjustified interference, or restriction.
3. Academic freedom in the University space also implies researchers' freedom to investigate scientifically and/or intellectually interesting and important issues, present research results, and publish data and conclusions without any control or censorship.

Article 3. Criteria Defining Research Ethics
1. Scientific research is a process that generates knowledge through observation, hypothesis formation, conducting experiments, and obtaining results.
2. Scientific work carried out in the name of and/or within the framework of the University must meet universally accepted specific requirements. Scientific reasoning must include rationality, questioning issues, seeking and considering facts. Moreover, it must be open to criticism, verifiable, non-dogmatic and reliable, based on analysis rather than instincts.
3. Scientific work carried out in the name of and/or within the framework of the University must meet the basic criteria defining research ethics: integrity, objectivity (intersubjectivity), significance, originality, conceptual and linguistic clarity, validity, verifiability/transparency.
4. Integrity is the foundation of scientific work quality. The researcher must verify all sources used and clearly demonstrate the principle of argumentation construction. Manipulation of data, falsification, and fabrication of results are unacceptable in the scientific work process.
5. Scientific work must be as neutral as possible and should not reflect the author's personal sympathies or attitude toward the research topic. The researcher's observations and arguments must be formulated objectively and impartially based on logical conclusions and justifications. The researcher must refrain from emotional and unsubstantiated opinions, must present the possibility of multiple perspectives in argumentation, and give the reader more space for independent thinking.
6. Objectivity: Significance determines the creation of new knowledge in the field and advancement of the discipline. Important are those works that are distinguished by high informativeness (compilation research) and those studies that contribute to the development of the relevant field. Thus, when a researcher begins selecting a topic for scientific work, they must first think about what issue needs to be investigated that will advance a particular field, how new knowledge can be created, and what needs to be done to solve a specific problem.
7. Originality: The originality of scientific work is achieved through creating a new concept, presenting an innovative scheme, establishing a new research model/method, or a novel vision for solving a problem.
8. Conceptual and linguistic clarity: The language of scientific work must be simple, unambiguous, and precise; sentences must be clearly constructed and not allow for interpretation. To achieve this, the researcher must write clearly, avoid figurative style and long (complex subordinate) sentences, which complicate text reading and even more so - its understanding. Moreover, the researcher must pay attention to spelling issues and not allow grammatical, typographical, and stylistic errors. The researcher should write in scientific meta-language (descriptive language) and moderately use field-specific terms related to the research topic, and when necessary, explain them so that the polysemy of terms does not create confusion or vagueness for the reader.
9. Thoroughness, justification: The work must ensure the possibility of verifying and refuting the presented viewpoint. It is important that the research problem in academic work is fully understood, scientific literature or other research tools are carefully selected, and their interrelation is clearly presented.
10. Transparency/verifiability: Scientific work must be built not on assumptions but on verified, reliable facts and data, and the arguments presented must be carefully and accurately cited so that the reader, if desired, can easily verify the presented research.
11. The researcher is obliged to present research data accurately and impartially. They must necessarily share with colleagues the limitations and weaknesses of their research and not hide from the reader if the research hypothesis was not confirmed. The researcher bears responsibility to both research participants and colleagues.

Article 4. Guiding Principles of Research Ethics
1. When conducting scientific research in the name of and/or within the framework of the University, the researcher must observe the guiding principles of research ethics.
2. Research carried out in the name of and/or within the framework of the University must be valuable. The benefit obtained from research must outweigh any possible risk. To achieve the best result, research methodology must be correctly selected.
3. When conducting research in the name of and/or within the framework of the University, the protection and well-being of persons participating in research must be ensured so that research participants do not suffer any kind of physical and/or mental harm or are not exposed to the risk of harm.
4. If research is associated with potential risk to the research participant, then the researcher must warn all research participants about expected risks and obtain informed written consent from them. In this case, the researcher must apply to the Ethics Committee for consent. Otherwise, the research will be considered unethical.
5. When conducting research in the name of and/or within the framework of the University, the principle of informed consent must be protected. The researcher must provide any research participant with complete information about the research purposes and all aspects of the research.
6. A person may participate in research only of their own free will and without any coercion. The research participant independently makes the final decision about participation in research. In cases provided by law, the researcher must obtain informed consent from the legal or authorized representative of the research participant.
7. The researcher must not use their influence on research participants under their influence for personal interests. Any financial or other type of benefit may not be used as leverage on potential research participants to agree to possible risks that they would not agree to without financial or other benefits.
8. Deception of research participants is unacceptable in the research process carried out in the name of and/or within the framework of the University, except in cases when, due to research purposes, research participants should not know the real reason and purpose of the research. Moreover, the researcher should always try to avoid cases of deceiving research participants.
9. A research participant has the right to withdraw from the research at any time and refuse to participate in it, without providing any explanations and without bearing any responsibility. The researcher must explain to the research participant about this right before starting the research. The research participant has the right to request the destruction of any personal data related to them.
10. In the event that research results should be published or otherwise become known to the general public, the researcher must notify all research participants about this and obtain informed consent from them. Moreover, if the research is confidential or anonymous, all research participants must be informed about this.
11. When conducting research in the name of and/or within the framework of the University, the principle of confidentiality must be protected. Personal data must be accessible only to the research group, except in cases when the research participant agrees to the disclosure of personal data.
12. If after the completion of research, the research participant does not have complete information about the results of the conducted research and wishes to receive it, the researcher is obliged to provide them with complete information about the research results.
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